But examine the heart, the lungs, the liver, and you will find that a large portion of the blood of the body is being heaped up there. The heart is gorged, over-worked; its pulsations are frequent, agitated, labouring; but it is the labour of Sisyphus; the burden always rolls back. It is difficult to avoid a somewhat figurative language here, but as I am satisfied that the figure is correct, I will pursue it further. The heart, thus worked constantly to the very summit of its power, or even beyond its power, has its innervation affected. It loses hold of its work; becomes conscious, as it were, that it fails to keep up the systemic circulation. The sensory nerves reflect these impressions through the ganglia, and the motor nerves respond by new efforts, but often by feeble and ill-sustained efforts. The heart gets into a fright, as it were, and is at the same time exhausted. Perhaps also its own nutrition is directly affected, through the inadequate circulation, and the inequalities of pressure in the coronary arteries. Then begins a new and terrible symptom. The think you will find also that no subject has been treated in so superficial a manner as to conceal from you the real difficulties of the questions that arise at the bedside. I trust also that you will find some degree of assistance from the form which our inquiry has naturally assumed in the course of oral delivery.
